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 (803)896-8784

Financial Staff
Talima Richburg, Grants Administration Accountant

 TalimaRichburg@scdps.gov 
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As the designated State Highway Safety Office 
(SHSO), the OHSJP administers $10-$12 million in 
Highway Safety grant funds each year from the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) of the US Department of Transportation 
(USDOT).  

These funds, as well as other pools of federal 
funds for which the state may qualify or apply and 
receive, are used to assist, via grants, eligible 
entities in carrying out specific programs that will 
have a direct impact in reducing the number of 
collisions and traffic-related fatalities and injuries. 

Highway Safety Grant Program

Visit https://scdps.sc.gov/ohsjp/hs-
grants for additional Highway Safety 
program information and resources.
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Highway safety grant funding is intended to provide support for highway 
safety activities to improve driver behavior and reduce motor vehicle-
related deaths and injuries. Funding may be used for the following: 

Purpose of Highway Safety Funding

• The development of new highway 
safety activities in identified priority 
emphasis areas 

• The expansion of established highway 
safety activities in identified priority 
emphasis areas



Priority Emphasis Areas Eligible for Funding 
in FFY 2027

Impaired Driving 
• DUI Enforcement
• Training Projects
• Prosecution/Adjudication
• Court Monitoring

Police Traffic Services
• Traffic Enforcement
• Law Enforcement Training

Highway Safety Education
• Judicial Education
• Occupant Safety Education
• Mature/Older Driver Education
• Young Driver Education
• Pedestrian Safety Education
• Law Enforcement Community 

Collaboration



• Enforcement Programs 
• Comprehensive PTS Enforcement
• Speed Enforcement
• Occupant Protection Enforcement
• Pedestrian Enforcement
• Law Enforcement Challenge Grants
• DUI Enforcement

• Prosecution/Adjudication
• Special DUI Prosecutors
• Special DUI Paralegals 

• Training Projects (for law enforcement and prosecutors)
• Education/Outreach

• Occupant Protection and Child Passenger Safety (CPS)
• Pedestrians 
• Mature Drivers, Young Drivers, Community-based programs, etc. 
• Law Enforcement Community Collaboration

Eligible Project Types



PTS Enforcement Projects

• Agencies may apply for PTS enforcement, specialized enforcement, or Law 
Enforcement Challenge enforcement projects.

• Proposals must:
• Report a high incidence of crashes or a significant increase over the 

previous year.
• Provide crash and citation data to support or demonstrate the highway 

safety problem.
• Develop an enforcement plan to address the issues identified within the 

jurisdiction (speeding, impaired driving, restraint use, etc.).



• Law Enforcement Challenge enforcement projects must, at minimum, 
conduct specialized enforcement activities during four major mobilization 
periods:
• Christmas/New Year’s Sober or Slammer! (SOS!)
• Buckle Up, South Carolina (BUSC)
• Operation Southern Slow Down
• Labor Day Sober or Slammer! (SOS!)

• Proposals must:
• Not exceed $10,000 and include a statement certifying that the agency 

will participate in the 2027 Law Enforcement Challenge 
• Describe how the enforcement effort will be initiated in the jurisdiction 

to increase enforcement of traffic laws, including safety belt and child 
passenger safety laws, and other hazardous driving actions. 

Law Enforcement Challenge Enforcement Projects



• Agencies may apply for DUI enforcement grants
• Proposals must:

• Report a high incidence of DUI-related crashes or a significant increase over the 
previous year

• Provide crash data to support or demonstrate the impaired driving problem
• Include a DUI enforcement plan that will describe the enforcement efforts that will be 

initiated to increase DUI-related arrests and reduce DUI-related collisions, injuries, and 
fatalities

Impaired Driving Enforcement Projects



Activities eligible for reimbursement
Comprehensive/Specialized 

Enforcement Projects
• Dedicated traffic enforcement
• Conducting checkpoints
• Conducting saturation patrols
• Participating in LEN-sponsored and/or 

multi-jurisdictional checkpoints
• Court time
• Allowable OHSJP-approved trainings
• Attending LEN Meetings

Law Enforcement Challenge Projects
• Dedicated traffic enforcement
• Conducting checkpoints
• Conducting saturation patrols
• Participating in LEN-sponsored and/or 

multi-jurisdictional checkpoints



Please note:

• Dedicated traffic enforcement hours (straight time, overtime, or a combination of 
both), must be indicated in the application.

• If any overtime enforcement activity hours will be claimed, the law enforcement agency 
must have an existing overtime policy, and it must be submitted as part of the grant 
application. 

• A law enforcement agency can submit separate applications for both a PTS 
enforcement grant (general or specialized) project and a DUI enforcement grant 
project. However, an officer can only be assigned to perform hours on one grant.

• Personnel performing DUI enforcement grant activities should be highly trained and 
skilled to detect impaired driving and must work primarily night and weekend shifts 
between the hours of 3:00 PM and 6:00 AM.



• Agencies may apply for funding to provide training for law enforcement officers 
and/or prosecutors.  

• Eligible project types: 
• Traffic Safety Officer Training: provides essential traffic safety training for 

law enforcement officers
• Impaired Driving Countermeasures Training: provides essential impaired 

driving detection and enforcement training for law enforcement officers
• Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor: provides essential education and 

support to enhance the capability of the state’s prosecutors and law 
enforcement officers to effectively prosecute traffic safety violations

• Proposals must include an assessment of training needs and descriptions of 
courses to be offered along with the number of training courses to be provided. 

Training Projects



• Goal to increase the conviction rate of DUI offenders in priority counties, where there is 
a backlog of DUI cases and a problem of effectively prosecuting DUI jury trials. The 
prosecution of DUI -1st offenses in summary courts should be prioritized

• Proposals must:
• Demonstrate the targeted county/counties has a substantial backlog of DUI cases, 

including the age of those cases
• Provide the conviction rate for the previous three years in the county or judicial circuit
• Provide the number of nolle prosequi cases, or number of cases dismissed over the 

past three years
• Provide project evaluation and implementation plans 

Special DUI Prosecutor Projects



 Purpose to provide paralegal assistants to law enforcement who prosecute 
misdemeanor traffic cases without assistance in Summary Court with a goal of impacting 
the number of administrative-related dismissals of DUI cases 

 Special DUI Paralegal activities are those intended to aid in the preparation of cases for 
court and may include the following:

 Providing clerical and research assistance
 Processing discovery requests forwarded to officers in response to DUI cases
 Tasks related to the officers’ Office of Motor Vehicle Hearing (OMVH) appearances 

related to DUI arrests.
Proposals must:
 Demonstrate that the targeted county has a substantial backlog of DUI cases and 

provide the number of administrative-related dismissals of traffic cases (if possible).
 Discuss how DUI cases are currently being handled with existing staff, including 

current processing times for discovery requests and other related tasks.

Special DUI Paralegal Projects



• Purpose to provide data on DWI/DUI court or administrative hearing activities.
• Goal  Impact DUI conviction rates by providing data on DUI conviction rates, 

sanctions imposed, and differences in outcomes across judges and courts. 
• Proposals must:

• Identify counties in which courts will be monitored and demonstrate the 
existence of a DUI problem in those counties 

• Discuss current DUI conviction rates in the counties identified for court 
monitoring efforts

Court Monitoring



• Highway safety education projects are those that educate and inform. 
They are also designed to bring awareness to the many risks 
presented to roadway users and teach simple ways to improve safety. 

• Eligible project types include the following:
• Judicial education
• Child and adult passenger safety education
• Mature/Older Driver Education
• Young Driver Education
• Pedestrian safety education
• Law Enforcement Community Collaboration

Highway Safety Education Projects



State Judicial Outreach Liaison Project
• Goal to provide critical support to improve the delivery of justice in impaired driving 

through education, communication, community outreach activities, and collegial and 
ethical collaboration with judges, traffic safety entities, and stakeholders

• Proposals must include a plan to accomplish the following activities:
• Contact and establish a working relationship with judges and judicial educators to 

promote judicial education related to sentencing and supervision of DWI 
offenders, evidentiary issues, legal updates, alcohol/drug testing, and monitoring 
technology

• Identify barriers that hamper effective training, education, or outreach to the 
courts and recommend alternative means to address these issues and concerns

• Share information, as appropriate, with Law Enforcement Liaisons (LELs), the 
OHSJP, NHTSA Regional Offices, TSRPs, and Prosecutor and Probation Fellows 
about opportunities to improve the criminal justice system



Child and Adult Passenger Safety Education

• Goal to promote the importance of proper usage of 
seat belts and child passenger safety restraints in 
motor vehicles. 

• Allowable activities may include the following:
• Pursuing Child Passenger Safety Technician (CPST) 

and Child Passenger Safety Technician Instructor 
(CPSTI) certifications; 

• Teaching the Child Passenger Safety Technician 
Certification course

• Conducting community seat check events, 
providing caregiver education and distributing 
child safety seats



Child and Adult Passenger Safety Education
• Proposals should 

• Identify how efforts to increase the number of actively certified CPSTs and 
CPSTIs will be accomplished;

• Include a minimum number of CPST training courses to be provided 
throughout the grant year; 

• Identify how efforts to increase the number of permanent fitting stations will 
be accomplished;

• Identify how efforts to increase access to child safety seat inspection events 
will be accomplished;

• Include a minimum number of educational presentations to be conducted;
• Identify the number of child safety seats to be distributed within the 

community. The distribution of seats must be supported by a distribution plan 
which includes a description of how seats will be distributed to underserved 
populations and the methods used to track distribution.



Population-specific Education Programs
• Mature/Older Driver Education: the goal is to reduce fatalities and 

serious injuries involving mature drivers
• Young Driver Education: the goal is to reduce fatalities and serious 

injuries involving young (20 and under)drivers
• Pedestrian safety education: the goal is to reduce fatalities and 

serious injuries involving pedestrians



Population-specific Education Programs
• Proposals for these project types should accomplish/include the 

following:
• accurately define the focus population;
• specify a methodology for reaching the defined population; 
• should be in school districts, colleges, universities, and city or 

county agencies that deal with safety education or recreation; 
• should provide in-depth education to a specific population and 

should measure and evaluate that impact.



• The goal of this project type is to foster effective community collaboration to 
increase public safety, identify disparities in traffic enforcement, and inform 
traffic enforcement policies, procedures, and activities.

• Proposals for Law Enforcement Community Collaboration Projects should 
accomplish the following:
• Projects must include the number of traffic safety-focused community 

collaboration activities to be conducted during the grant period. 
• Projects must provide a discussion of the community collaboration efforts to 

be employed during the grant period, including the types of activities to be 
conducted and the neighborhoods/communities the project aims to reach. 

• Specify a methodology for reaching the defined population.

Law Enforcement Community 
Collaboration Projects



• Implementation of enforcement programs
• Program coordination for impaired driving prevention, public information, and 

educational activities.
• Necessary mission-related equipment, training, and travel
• Evaluation of the effectiveness of highway-related programs or project improvement. 
• Purchase of child restraint devices in compliance with NHTSA performance standard 

FMVSS #213. A plan to distribute and track distribution must be in place. 
• Development costs of new training curricula and materials are allowable if they will not 

duplicate materials already developed for similar purposes by USDOT/NHTSA or by other 
states. This does not preclude modifications of present materials necessary to meet 
particular state and local instructional needs.

Overview of Items Eligible for 
Highway Safety Funding



Are you eligible for a HS Grant?
Will you use the funds for one of the 

program areas listed in the box on the 
left?

es

Can your organization pay project 
expenses, and then wait 90 days to be 

reimbursed?

es

Is your organization a public entity? Have 
you cleared the Single Audit? Do you have 

a UEI#?

es

Are you able to provide Traffic Safety Data 
that demonstrates how your program will 
save lives on our roadways and be able to 

demonstrate the impact?

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Program Areas

• Impaired driving
• Police Traffic Services
• Speeding/aggressive driving
• Occupant protection
• Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety
• Young Drivers
• Mature/Older Drivers
• Distracted Driving

If you answer “NO” to 
any of these questions, 
it is unlikely your project 
qualifies for funding. 

Project expenses are 
reimbursed after the 
grantee pays for them. 
Funds are intended as 
“seed money” to start 
new programs

If you are a 501c3 non-
profit organization, you 
will need to submit a 
copy of your 501c3 
status certificate.

If you are still unsure 
whether your project 
meets the criteria, you 
may contact our office at 
803-896-9950



You’ve decided to apply…NOW WHAT?



• Data is the foundation of a good project proposal and grant application 
• Use the data to clearly illustrate your problem

• Data sources*: collision reports, citations, radar readings, heat maps,  
surveys,  pre-and post- tests, CPS checklists, research, blood draws, etc. 

• Establish a baseline to gauge whether progress was made to address the 
problem

• Remember: Every good project starts with data and ends with evaluation

*County-level data is available here: https://www.scdps.sc.gov/ohsjp/hs-grants . For all additional requests, 
please contact the Emily Thomas, Director of Statistical Services and Strategic Planning, by phone (803-896-
2682) or email (EmilyThomas@scdps.gov).

Show us the data!

https://www.scdps.sc.gov/ohsjp/hs-grants
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Why are You Applying?

Because there’s a problem, right? 
Tell us about it in the Problem Statement

An effective Problem Statement will use the five W’s and the H 
strategy: 

 Why are you requesting funds? 
 Who is involved and impacted? 

 Where and when is the problem occurring?
 What will you do with the funds?
 How much money do you need?



Goals
Goals will broadly answer the question 
of what will be achieved. 

Program Goal: a broad statement of what the project 
hopes to accomplish long-term.
• The final impact or outcome of the proposed project
• General, intangible, and abstract
• Should be linked to the problem statement

Goals are statements of final impact 
and/or outcome.

Example Goal: 
“To increase 
compliance 
with the 

state’s DUI 
laws.”



Objective are the steps toward accomplishing the Program Goal(s).
• Narrow, precise, tangible, concrete, and measureable
• Includes a time-point by which the objective should be met
Purpose:
• Establish benchmarks
• Facilitate monitoring and evaluation

Objectives



Specific Objectives

Objectives are the steps toward accomplishing a goal.
Example objective: 

“To conduct a 
minimum of 2 DUI 

enforcement 
saturation patrols on 

high DUI collision 
corridors every week 

during the grant 
period to identify and 

cite violators.”



Project Narrative 
• Tell us what your organization plans to do to address the problem 

identified in the problem statement. 
• These activities should be incorporated into your objectives and 

include specifics. What will be done? Who will do it? How will it be 
done? 
• Example: The Smith Police Department will use the proven 

countermeasure of high visibility enforcement, supported by 
earned media, to combat its DUI problem. Officers in marked 
police vehicles will conduct saturation patrols on weekend 
evenings on roadways identified through ongoing data analysis as 
high DUI collision corridors and/or DUI collision hot spots. The 
saturation patrols will be specifically focused on stopping and 
citing impaired drivers as well as other motorists who violate SC 
traffic laws and put other roadway users at risk.



• The implementation schedule should be used to convey your process 
(i.e. the information you’ve included in your Project Narrative). 

• This schedule provides a pathway for success by identifying 
deliverables and milestones which must be achieved on a timely basis
• The application requires you to identify by quarter each activity 

and task that will be performed in support of your project. The 
activities should align with your objectives, and your 
implementation schedule should also include evaluation and 
reporting. 

Implementation Schedule



• Remember, your project should have at least one goal that is 
supported by SMART objectives. The objectives are what you will use 
to determine (or evaluate) whether the project was successful. 

• In this section of your application, be sure to answer the following 
questions: 
• What data will I collect?
• How often will I collect and analyze the data?
• Did the project reach the target audience?
• Did the project do what it was intended to do?

Evaluation



(Located in the Highway Safety FFY 2027 Funding Guidelines)

 Is the problem statement clear and concise? 
 Is sufficient information regarding the problem provided? 
 Has sufficient data been provided in the problem analysis to prove the problem? 
 Has adequate information on the current situation been provided in the problem analysis?
 Does the narrative describe the project and discuss the tasks and activities proposed to   

correct the identified problem?
 Will the performance indicators listed measure the attainment of stated objectives? 

Highway Safety Review Checklist



Has an evaluation plan been included in the application?
 Has the subject of continuation of project activity been adequately discussed? 
 If funding was received in the previous fiscal year, has a thorough analysis of the results of 

the previous year's project been included in the narrative? 
 Does the application fall under one of the program areas identified for funding?

Highway Safety Review Checklist

 Have all costs been satisfactorily justified according to the 
 approach proposed? 
 Has sufficient budget detail been given, and all figures checked for 

accuracy?



• Review grant rules and timelines before drafting your application
• Applicants are encouraged to take advantage of technical assistance
• Write your problem statement and narrative, then build your budget
• Some grant application dollar amounts are reduced during the review process

Things to Keep in Mind

Any Questions?



Financial Requirements



• Personnel
• Contractual Services
• Travel (In-State and Out-of-State)
• Equipment
• Other

*Please use whole dollars in your application

Grant Application Budget Categories



Example:
Police Traffic Services Regular Project Activity Hours @ $20,000
Police Traffic Services Overtime Project Activity Hours @ $10,000
Corresponding Budget Narrative:
Police Traffic Regular Project Activity Hours and allowable fringe benefits to be adjusted 
proportionally to regular grant project activity hours worked. **Provide a description 
for other fringes.
Police Traffic Overtime Project Activity Hours and allowable fringe benefits to be 
adjusted proportionally to overtime grant project activity hours worked.
*Include a list of requested trainings*
**Provide an explanation for how you arrived at the budget line item totals, i.e. 3 
officers completing regular activity hours x 5 hours per week x 52 weeks x average 
hourly rate =$20,000 regular project activity hours, 3 officers completing OT activity 
hours x 1.7 hours per week x 52 weeks x 1.5x average hourly rate = $10,000 overtime 
activity hours.

Personnel



Example:
Enforcement Mileage at up to IRS mileage rate @ $10,000
Lodging up to GSA rate @ $2,000
Meal Per Diem within State guidelines @ $1,000

**Provide a corresponding budget narrative:
Mileage reimbursement (up to current IRS mileage rate) for travel 
associated with project activities, including the aforementioned 
approved trainings (list out allowable trainings).
Training Costs - training and registration fees, lodging up to the GSA rate, 
and per diem within State guidelines. 

Travel



Example: 
(1) Lidar Unit and Accessories @ $2,500 each 
 **Provide a corresponding budget narrative
Lidar Unit requested to aid in the apprehension of spending drivers to meet the 
goals and objectives of the project. *All Equipment and Other category items will 
be used 100% in support of grant goals and objectives.

Equipment:

Other:
Example: 
Thermal paper @ $200 each 
 **Provide a corresponding budget narrative
Thermal paper requested to provide citations to offenders during project activity hours. 
*All Equipment and Other category items will be used 100% in support of grant goals and 
objectives.



• OHSJP Highway Safety grants are governed by 2 CFR 200 (The Super Circular). We will cover 
many of the topics today outlined in the federal regulations

• Highway Safety Grants are considered “Reimbursement Grants” and all expenditures must 
include supporting documentation to show that they have been paid by your agency prior 
to being submitted for reimbursement.

• Requests for reimbursement are submitted to OHSJP on a Request for Payment Form (RFP).
• RFPs must be submitted at least once a quarter. 
• Failure to submit claims as required may result in the de-obligation of the project.
• Claims may be held if the grant recipient is delinquent in the submission of 

 required reports or completion of other necessary actions.

Claims





• Only list the hours worked and approved training hours* that are applicable to the grant 
activities as listed in the Specific Objectives.  

• Hours recorded must be reflected on back up documentation (i.e. agency time sheets, 
payroll reports).

• Must be signed and certified by the Project Director.
• There should be a corresponding form for each individual assigned.

Monthly Activity Time Record





• Compliance with bidding procedures is required per all applicable federal, state, and local 
guidelines (2 CFR Part 200 Subpart F [formerly OMB Circular A-133]), and if applicable, the 
SC Consolidated Procurement Code and Regulations.

• When the subgrantee utilizes their agency procurement guidelines, relevant 
documentation must be submitted to the OHSJP to support these purchases (including, 
but not limited to approval procedures and specific procurement guidelines/laws). 

• The updated SC Procurement Code is available at: 
https://www.procurement.sc.gov/legal/procurement-law 

• All approved grant-funded purchases must be requested, purchased, received, invoiced, 
and paid on or before September 30, 2027.

• All purchases must be submitted to the OHSJP for review and approval prior to expending 
funds.

• Any subgrantee that fails to follow the outlined purchasing procedures will not receive 
reimbursement.

Procurement

https://www.procurement.sc.gov/legal/procurement-law
https://www.procurement.sc.gov/legal/procurement-law
https://www.procurement.sc.gov/legal/procurement-law


• The OHSJP recommends procurement of approved and budgeted equipment 
items through State Purchasing (General Services) under a state contract, if 
available, and allowable per your Agency guidelines.

• A listing of goods and services available for purchase under State Contract is 
available at: https://procurement.sc.gov/contracts/search?b=9919-0-0 

• Items purchased under State Contract must still be approved by the OHSJP 
prior to purchase.

State Contracts

https://procurement.sc.gov/contracts/search?b=9919-0-0
https://procurement.sc.gov/contracts/search?b=9919-0-0
https://procurement.sc.gov/contracts/search?b=9919-0-0
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Note:
Federal grant funds may not be used for activities considered “general costs of government” 
(2 CFR § 200.444) according to long-standing Federal law, codified in the government-wide 
rule for Federal grants (the Supercircular), unless specifically allowed under the Federal 
statute or regulation. The rationale is that Federal funds should not support costs incurred by 
a State or locality in the ordinary course of conducting its own affairs. 

General Costs of Government*

*Formerly known as ‘supplanting’

• General costs of government include salaries and other expenses associated with 
government operation. The Supercircular specifically identifies “police” (i.e., law 
enforcement) and “prosecutors,” who carry out government services normally provided to 
the general public. (2 CFR § 200.444(a)(4-5)). 

• The replacement of routine and/or existing state or local expenditures with the use of 
federal grant funds for costs of activities that constitute general expenses required to 
carry out the overall responsibilities of a state or local agency is considered to be 
replacement of general costs of government and is not allowable.



• An applicant’s costs must be necessary, reasonable, allocable, and used in accordance 
with the Terms and Conditions specified in the grant.

• Highway Safety grant funds are to be used to support state problem identification and 
planning and implementation of a program to address a wide range of highway safety 
problems that are related to human factors and the roadways.  Programs should promote 
a reduction in traffic crashes, deaths, and injuries.

General Allowable Costs



In FFY 2027, requests for vehicle purchases will not be considered.

As in previous years:
Equipment-only grant applications will not be considered for funding.
Grant projects are awarded on a year-to-year basis.
All applicants must submit a grant application by 5:00 PM on the deadline date of March 20, 
2026 to be considered for FFY 2027 funds.

Funding Limitations



Unallowable Costs
• Vehicles/equipment installed in vehicles
• Weapons/weapons box/locked storage
• Uniforms/badges/standard issue items 

(flashlights, reflective vests, etc.)*
• Body-worn cameras
• Passive alcohol sensors 
• Main-frame computers
• Stop sticks
• Land
• Promotional items
• License Plate Readers
• Electronic Speed Limit Signs
• Golf Carts
• Speed/checkpoint trailers
• Permanent signage or signage without a 

safety message

• The cost of construction, rehabilitation, or 
remodeling of state, local, or private buildings or 
structures

• International Travel
• Office furniture and fixtures including, but not 

limited to the following:  desks, chairs, tables, filing 
cabinets, coat racks, book cases, shelving, pictures, 
clocks, drapes, portable partitions

• Monthly cell phone charges
• Monthly radio service charges
• Monthly Wi-Fi/Mi-fi service charges
• Block/in-service trainings
• Leave hours of any kind (annual, sick, holiday, comp, 

etc.) for activity hours based grants*
• Hours spent working a natural disaster



• Equipment will only be considered when there is a demonstrated need in the 
problem identification statement. 

• FFY 2027 application requests for vehicles will not be considered. 
• Support equipment required to implement an enforcement program must be 

fully justified and must have a direct effect upon the apprehension and 
conviction of traffic/DUI offenders.

Grant-funded Equipment

 Allowable equipment purchases
• Hand-held radar units*
• LIDAR units*
• Lighting (i.e. lighting used at checkpoints)
         *Devices must meet federal standards

Other allowable purchase items
• Traffic Cones (up to $25 each)
• Thermal paper for use during activity 

hours

Note: Equipment-only grant applications will not be considered for funding in FFY 2027.



• The Buy America Act, 23 U.S.C. § 313, prohibits states from using highway grant 
funds under 23 U.S.C. Chapter 4 to purchase products, unless they are produced 
(manufactured or assembled) in the United States. This prohibition applies to steel, 
iron, and all manufactured products, unless the Secretary of Transportation has 
determined that it is appropriate to waive the Buy America Act requirement.

• To qualify for reimbursement, purchases of items with a unit cost greater than 
$5,000 and/or all motor vehicle purchases must comply with Buy America AND 
meet any bid requirements of the procurement process, if applicable. 

Buy America Act





The subgrantee should, to the greatest extent practicable 
under a Federal award, provide a preference for the purchase, 
acquisition, or use of goods, products, or materials produced 
in the United States (including but not limited to iron, 
aluminum, steel, cement, and other manufactured products). 
The requirements of this section must be included in all 
subawards including all contracts and purchase orders for 
work or products under this award. 

Domestic Preferences



• Time sheets must be maintained for all project activity hours, reflecting the hours worked 
on and charged to the grant.  The total activity hours requested for reimbursement 
MUST match the total activity hours listed on your MEDR.

• Project Activity MUST be 100% in support of activities agreed upon in the grant award.
• For example, providing funeral escorts, parade duty, or hurricane/natural disaster hours 

are not considered project activities.

Project Activity Hours



Project Hours

• Agencies may apply for combined overtime and straight time activity hours on a single 
Police Traffic Services Enforcement, Impaired Driving Countermeasures Enforcement, and 
Occupant Protection Programs.

• The same officer may not be assigned to multiple grant projects (for example, an officer 
cannot be assigned to an impaired driving enforcement project and a police traffic 
services enforcement project). 

• There is not a limit to the number of officers that may be assigned; however, non-
percentage based fringes (health, dental, vision insurance) are only eligible costs for up to 
4 officers per grant.  All other officers assigned are eligible to claim percentage based 
fringes (FICA/Medicare, retirement, worker’s compensation).



Reimbursement of Hours

Straight-time and overtime activity hours
Reimbursement for hours of eligible activity 
includes compensation for time spent on the 

activity and a corresponding proportional share of 
fringe benefits (i.e., those fringe benefits, 

excluding leave hours, earned during the hours 
performing activity).  



You may request reimbursement of overtime hours provided the following:
• You must have a line item in your grant budget for overtime activity hours (along 

with a justification of the need for overtime activity hours).
• You must have an overtime policy in place at the time of application and be in 

compliance with that overtime policy. 
• The hours being requested as overtime must be grant-related in nature.
• The officer must be in overtime status per your payroll records. 

Eligibility for Reimbursement of 
Overtime Hours



• The travel support document (TSD) should reflect miles driven only in respect to project 
activity hours or approved training.

• The Office of Highway Safety and Justice Programs must approve all requests for out-of-
state travel in writing and in advance, and must be specifically listed in the Travel section of 
the approved application budget.

• The mileage rate should match what is listed in the grant (and your Agency policy) and the 
maximum allowable rate is determined by the federal government (IRS).  If your Agency 
rate is less than the IRS rate, you must use your Agency rate.

• There must be a corresponding entry for a particular day on the activity time sheets that 
matches an entry on the mileage document for that same day in order for the sub-grantee 
to receive reimbursement for mileage.

• The TSD must be signed by Project Director before mileage reimbursement can take place.

Travel and Training



Travel and Training cont.
• Costs are allowable to pay for the salary of  grant-funded personnel while pursuing OHSJP-

approved training/travel when prior approval is obtained and trainings are specifically 
listed in the budget narrative.* Failure to obtain such prior written approval will result in 
such travel expense claims being denied for reimbursement using grant funds. 

• Attendees will only be reimbursed up to the maximum allowable rate for lodging 
established by the General Services Administration (GSA), excluding taxes and surcharges. 

• Documentation is required for all travel expenses.  This may include conference agendas, 
hotel receipts, parking receipts, taxi receipts (minus tips), etc. 

• The current policy of the S.C. Comptroller General’s Office only allows for reimbursement 
after the lodging has occurred. Therefore, billing payments made upfront through travel 
websites (ex. Expedia, Kayak, Travelocity, etc.) are considered “advance payments” for 
lodging and will not be reimbursed by OHSJP.





If the approved attendee is unable to travel or attend a training for 
any reason, the OHSJP will not reimburse for those expenditures.  

The subgrantee is encouraged to request a refund from the original 
vendor to be reimbursed for any unused travel expenses. 

Travel Terms and Conditions



State of South Carolina Meal Per Diem

Note: Per diem is reimbursable based on the above state of SC Per Diem Schedule, not the M&IE 
allowance on listed the GSA website. **If your policy is more strict, you must follow your policy.



States and Local Government and Indian Tribes: Each agency receiving 
grants to which indirect costs may be charged must have an approved indirect 
cost rate. Agencies must prepare an indirect cost proposal, and submit it to the 
State Indirect Cost Officer for review and approval. The OHSJP reserves the right 
to negotiate indirect cost rate charges to a grant prior to award. If the agency 
does not have a negotiated rate, they can elect to charge the De Minimis 
indirect cost rate of up to 15% of the Modified Total Direct Costs (MTDC).

Private, Non-Profit Organizations: private, non-profit organizations receiving 
federal funds are authorized to recover indirect costs. 

Indirect Cost Rates



A programmatic and financial monitoring visit will be conducted at least once during the 
grant period.

The OHSJP Monitoring Team will conduct the visit either virtually or in-person.  The Project 
Director will receive advance notification of the visit and be provided a financial 
questionnaire to be returned prior to the visit.  

Grant Monitoring



Any Questions?



New Agency Administrator Registration: 
5:00 PM Friday, March 6, 2026

  Applications must be submitted by:
5:00 PM Friday, March 20, 2026



 Highway Safety Grant Program website: 
https://scdps.sc.gov/ohsjp/hs-grants 

 SCDPS Fatality Dashboard: https://fatality-count-
scdps.hub.arcgis.com/ 

 South Carolina Traffic Collision Fact Book: 
https://scdps.sc.gov/ohsjp/stat_services/factbooks

 For more information on NHTSA’s execution of BIL: 
https://www.nhtsa.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-
law

Highway Safety Grant Program Resources
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