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INTRODUCTION

The instructions in the manual have been prepared to provide guidance for completing the South
Carolina Traffic Collision Report Form (TR-310) and Supplemental Truck and Bus Report Form
(Revised 9/2011) and the Addendum for Reporting through the SCCATTS System.

Since January 1, 1970, a standard form has been used by all law enforcement agencies within the
State, including state, county and municipal agencies responsible for investigating and reporting
traffic collisions.

Those who investigate traffic collisions are one of the most important sources for departments and
agencies concerned with highway safety. When investigating a traffic collision, your report provides
specific, detailed facts that are of the utmost importance. Facts regarding traffic collisions are used
for legal and insurance purposes as well as for identifying traffic safety hazards, developing
appropriate countermeasures, and implementing such measures to eliminate the hazards.

Familiarity with this manual will save you time and effort at the collision scene and will aid you in
submitting the reports as accurately and completely as possible, thereby, making them of the greatest
value for collision prevention purposes.

Each TR-310 consists of an Original Collision Report and three Financial Responsibility forms. The *
Original Electronic report is submitted through the South Carolina Collision and Ticket Tracking
System (SCCATTS) to the Office of Highway Safety (OHS). The existing collision reports (paper)
are submitted to the Office of Financial Responsibility. The Financial Responsibility forms (FR-10)
are issued to the driver(s) involved at the time of the collision.

All codes needed to interpret the form are contained on the form itself. Blocks corresponding to each
individual unit are marked with 1, 2, or 3. Some blocks are marked with a and b.

Your cooperation in using good judgment and accurately preparing the TR-310 for the statewide
Traffic Records System will be rewarded with better information for all users and, above all, reduced
collisions, injuries and deaths,



STATUTES FOR ACCIDENT REPORTING FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF
LAWS

56-5-370. Department of Public Safety

Section 56.5.370 “Department” for the purpose of this chapter (Five) means the Department of
Public Safety acting directly or through its duly authorized offices and agents.

56-5-1210. Duties of driver involved in an accident resulting in death or personal injury.

(A) The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or the death of a person
immediately shall stop the vehicle at the scene of the accident or as close to it as possible. He then shall
return to and in every event shall remain at the scene of the accident until he has fulfilled the
requirements of Section 56-5-1230. However, he may temporarily leave the scene to report the accident
to the proper authorities. The stop must be made without obstructing traffic more than is necessary. A
person who fails to stop or to comply with the requirements of this section is guiltyof:

(1) a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not less than thirty days nor more than
one year or fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, or both, when
injury results but great bodily injury or death does not result;

(2) a felony and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not less than thirty days nor more than ten years
and fined not less than five thousand dollars nor more than ten thousand dollars when great bodily
injury results; or

(3) a felony and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not less than one year nor more than twenty-five
years and fined not less than ten thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars when
death results.

(B) Law enforcement officers or authorized employees of the Department of Transportation may move
or have removed from the traveled way all disabled vehicles and vehicles involved in an accident and
any debris caused by motor vehicle traffic collisions where it can be accomplished safely and may result
in the improved safety or traffic flow upon the road; however, where a vehicle has been involved in an
accident resulting in great bodily injury or death to a person, the vehicle shall not be moved until it is
authorized by the investigating law enforcement officer. The State, its political subdivisions, and its
officers and employees are not liable for any damages to vehicles that result from the removal unless
the removal was carried out in a reckless or grossly negligent manner. The vehicle owner and any
driver, or the owner’s, driver’s, or the at-fault party’s insurance company, of a vehicle removed under
this subsection, or the owner’s, driver’s, or the at-fault party’s insurance company, shall bear all
reasonable costs of remaval.

Nothing in this section shall bar recovery from an at-fault party when the accident was caused by the
actions of that party.

(C) As used in this section, “great bodily injury” means bodily injury which creates a substantial risk of
death or which causes serious, permanent disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the
function of a bodily member or organ.



(D) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall revoke the driver’s license of the person convicted pursuant
to this section.

56-5-1220. Duties of driver involved in accident resulting in damage to attended vehicles.

(A) The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to a vehicle which is driven or
attended by a person immediately shall stop the vehicle at the scene of the accident or as close to it as
possible, but shall return to and in every event shall remain at the scene of the accident until he has
fulfilled the requirements of Section 56-5-1230. However, he may temporarily leave the scene to report
the accident to the proper authorities. A person who fails to stop or comply with the requirements of
this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not more than one
year or fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, or both.

(B) If a disabled vehicle or a vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to a vehicle is
obstructing traffic, the driver of the vehicle shall make every reasonable effort to move any vehicle that
is capable of being driven safely off the roadway as defined by Section 56-5-460 so as not to block the
flow of traffic. The driver or any other person who has moved a motor vehicle to facilitate the flow of
traffic as provided in this subsection before the arrival of a law enforcement officer shall not be
considered liable or at fault regarding the cause of the accident solely by reason of moving the vehicle
pursuant to this section.

(C) State and local authorities may erect signs along highways and streets that instruct the public that
the driver of a disabled vehicle or a vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to vehicles
shall make every reasonable effort to move any vehicle that is capable of being driven off the roadway.

56-5-1230. Duty to give information and render aid.

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person or damage
to any vehicle which is driven or attended by any person shall give his name, address and the
registration number of the vehicle he is driving and shall upon request and if available exhibit his driver’s
license to the person struck or the driver or occupant of or person attending any vehicle collided with
and shall render to any person injured in such accident reasonable assistance, including the carrying or
making arrangements for the carrying of such person to a physician, surgeon or hospital for medical or
surgical treatment if it is apparent that such treatment is necessary or if such carrying is requested by
the injured person.

56-5-1240. Duties of driver involved in accident involving unattended vehicle.

The driver of any vehicle which collides with any vehicle which is unattended shall immediately stop and
shall then and there either locate and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle of the name and
address of the driver and owner of the vehicle striking the unattended vehicle or shall leave in a
conspicuous place in the vehicle struck a written notice giving the name and address of the driver and of
the owner of the vehicle doing the striking and a statement of the circumstances thereof.



56-5-1250. Duties of driver striking fixtures upon or adjacent to highway.

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to fixtures legally upon or
adjacent to a highway shall take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge of
such property of such fact and of his name and address and of the registration number of the vehicle he
is driving and shall upon request and if available exhibit his driver’s license and shall make report of such
accident when and as required in Section 56-5-1270.

$6-5-1260. Immediate report of accidents resulting in person injury or death.

The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person shall
immediately by the quickest means of communication, whether oral or written, give notice of such
accident to the local police department if such accident occurs within a municipality, otherwise to the
office of the county sheriff or the nearest office of the South Carolina Highway Patrol.

56-5-1270. Operators, owners and law enforcement officers shall make written reports of
certain accidents and investigations.

The operator or owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident resuiting in injury to or death of any
person or total property damage to an apparent extent of one thousand dollars or more which was not
investigated by a law enforcement officer, within fifteen days after the accident, shall forward a written
report and verification of liability insurance coverage of the accident to the Department of Motor
Vehicles, the proof and report to be in a manner prescribed by the Department of Motor Vehicles and
the Department of Public Safety. The completed and verified form must be returned by the operator or
owner to the Department of Motor Vehicles within fifteen days from the accident date. Failure to
forward the accident report verified in the proper manner in respect to liability insurance coverage for
the operation of the vehicle involved in the accident is prima facie evidence that the vehicle was
uninsured.

Every law enforcement officer who, in the regular course of duty, investigates a motor vehicle accident
that results in injury to or death of any person or total property damage to an apparent extent of one
thousand dollars or more either at the time of and at the scene of the accident or after the accident by
interviewing participants or witnesses, within twenty-four hours after completing the investigation,
must forward a written report of the accident to the Department of Motor Vehicles including the names
of interviewed participants and witnesses. If a two-wheeled motorized vehicle is involved in the accident
and the operator or a passenger of the vehicle suffers a head injury, the injury must be indicated on the
report.



56-5-1280. In case driver shall be unable to report, other occupant or owner shall report.

Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically incapable of making an immediate or a written report of
an accident as required in Section 56-5-1260 and there was another occupant in the vehicle at the time
of the accident capable of making a report, such occupant shall make or cause to be made such report
not made by the driver. Whenever the driver is so physically incapable of making a written report as
required in Section 56-5-1270 and such driver is not the owner of the vehicle, then the owner of the
vehicle involved in such accident shall within five days after learning of the accident make such report
not made by the driver.

$56-5-1290. Reports shall not be used as evidence of negligence or due care in civil actions.

None of the reports required by Sections 56-5-1260 to 56-5-1280 may be evidence of the negligence or
due care of either party at the trial of any action at law to recover damages. However, law enforcement
officers may refer to these reports when testifying in order to refresh their recollection of events.

56-5-1300. Accident report forms.

The Department of Public Safety shall prepare and upon request supply to police departments, coroners,
sheriffs, garages and other suitable agencies or individuals forms for accident reports required
hereunder, appropriate with respect to the persons required to make such reports and the purposes to
be served. The written reports to be made by persons involved in accidents and by investigating officers
shall call for sufficiently detailed information to disclose with reference to a traffic accident the cause,
conditions then existing and the persons and vehicles involved. Every accident report required to be
made in writing shall be made on the appropriate form approved by the Department and shall contain
all of the information required therein unless not available.

56-5-1320. Coroners shall report traffic deaths.

Every coroner or other official performing like functions shall on or before the tenth day of each month
report in writing to the Department of Public Safety the death of any person within his jurisdiction
during the preceding calendar month as the result of a traffic accident, giving the time and place of the
accident and the circumstances relating thereto.

56-5-1330. Garages or repair shops shall report accidents or bullet damages.

The person in charge of any garage or repair shop to which is brought any motor vehicle which shows
evidence of having been involved in an accident of which report must be made as provided in Section
56-5-1270 or struck by any bullet shall report to the Department of Public Safety within twenty-four
hours after such motor vehicle is received, giving the engine number, registration number and the name
and address of the owner or operator of such vehicle.



56-5-1340. Accident reports shall be without prejudice and confidential; use; permissible
disclosures.

All accident reports made by persons involved in accidents shall be without prejudice to the individual so
reporting and shall be for the confidential use of the Department of Motor Vehicles, Department of
Public Safety, or other State agencies having use for the records for accident prevention purposes. The
Department of Motor Vehicles may disclose the identity of a person involved in an accident when such
identity is not otherwise known or when such person denies his presence at such accident and may
upon request disclose to any person who has suffered injury to his person or property any information
contained on any report regarding the existence of insurance. No such report shall be used as evidence
in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an accident, except that the Department of Motor Vehicles
shall furnish, upon demand of any person who has, or claims to have, made such a report or upon
demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident report has or has not been made to
the Department of Motor Vehicles solely to prove a compliance or a failure to comply with the
requirement that such a report be made to the Department of Motor Vehicles.

56-5-1350. Tabulation and analysis of reports; publication of statistical information.

The Department of Public Safety must tabulate and may analyze all accident reports as required in
Section 56-5-1270 and shall publish annually or at more frequent intervals statistical information based
thereon as to the number and circumstances of traffic accidents.

56-5-1360. Municipality may require accident reports; use.

Any incorporated city or town may by ordinance require that the driver of a vehicle involved in an
accident shall also file with a designated city department a report of such accident or a copy of any
report herein required to be filed with the Department of Motor Vehicles. All such reports shall be for
the confidential use of the city department and subject to the provisions of Section 56-5-1340.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION
Reporting of accidents occurring on private property.

A motorist is required to submit a written report to the South Carolina Department of Public Safety
of an accident that occurs on private property. 1973-74 Op. Att*y Gen., No. 3689, P.36.

Investigation of accident occurring on private property.

There is nothing to prevent a law enforcement officer from entering private property in order to
investigate the probability of a violation of law — especially when the area to be entered is an open
area, such as a road or parking lot to which the public is invited. When a motor vehicle accident has
occurred on such an area, traffic police are empowered to conduct routine investigations and to prefer
charges where there is valid evidence to support charges. 1973-74 Op. Att™y Gen., No. 3689, P.36.



SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ELECTRONIC TR-310

Each paper Report Form consists of a set of four (4) pages; an Original Collision Report
Form (TR-310) and three (3) Financial Responsibility Forms. Electronic reports created
through the South Carolina Collision and Ticket Tracking System (SCCATTS) consist
of elements specific to the crash entered by the Investigating Officer.

The Original paper TR-310 is to be submitted to the address shown on the bottom of each
report. THE ORIGINAL Electronic COLLISION REPORT created by SCCATTS IS TO BE
SUBMITTED THROUGH THE SOUTH CAROLINA COLLISION AND TICKET
TRACKING SYSTEM (SCCATTS). Any other electronic or printed reports not created
through the SCCATTS System should be submitted through the Original paper TR-310 form
instructions. Photostat copies of any reports will not be accepted by the SCDMV.

The Financial Responsibility Form(s) FR-10 is to be given to the driver(s) involved inthe
collision.

Each paper TR-310 form should be completed in Black ink only. Please print or type all
information. All information you record on the form is entered directly into the SCCATTS
System. The accuracy of the data depends largely on how neatly the report form has been
completed.

Electronic reports created through the SCCATTS System should be submitted with black font
and no color in the report other than those outlined in the E-report addendum in this manual.

Paper TR-310 forms containing more than one page should be stapled together at the center
top of the page. Pages should not be clipped together nor folded. Please do not mark or
staple in the box labeled “South Carolina DPS/OHS and DMV Use Only”.

If you need to view the Instruction Manual for Investigating Officers, go to

SC . Click on the Safety Resources link. Look for the Traffic
Colhslon TR— 310 Report Manual. Each officer who investigates traffic collisions should
have access to the manual.

A CORRECTED/AMENDED report should be submitted when the Officer detects an error
or has new information for the original report or specific facts regarding the collision have
changed. For example, if a person who is listed as injured on the original report dies shortly
after the collision, an amended report should be submitted to show the severity as ,,fatal®.

When submitting a Corrected/Amended paper TR-310 form, check the block at the top of the
form for the “CORRECTED or AMENDED?” report and complete only following portions of
the report form (1) the top line of the report which includes the date , time, county, route the
collision occurred on, and city or town; (2) the name and driver license number of the
driver(s) involved in the collision; (3) indicate the FR-10 numbers issued to the



10.

11.

12.

13.

driver(s)/owner(s) from the Original report; (4) the information that you are changing; and
(5) your name, rank, badge and agency code. Attach a copy of the Original to the
Corrected/ Amended report.

For electronic reports created through the SCCATTS System corrected/amended reports will
be submitted per procedures outlined in the E-reporting addendum in this manual.

If, while completing a collision report, you make a mistake (or several mistakes) and you
have not yet issued the FR-10's which correspond to the report, simply tear up and discard all
four pages of the set (the original and the three green FR-10's) and start over on a new set of
forms. If you have issued the FR-10's and are later completing the remainder of the collision
report and make several mistakes, mark the collision report as "Void" or Spoiled". Re-write
the report on a new set of forms. Discard or tear up the FR-10's which correspond to the new
original. On the new original TR-310, draw a straight line through the FR-10 numbers and
directly to the right of the FR-10 numbers you have just crossed out, write in the FR-10
numbers which you actually issued to the driver(s)/owner(s) involved. These numbers should
match the FR-10 numbers on the report you marked "Void" or "Spoiled". Staple the "Void" or
"Spoiled" report to the new report you have just completed. Do not mark the new report you
have completed as "corrected" or "amended" since it does not meet the definition as
described in item 7. Mail the documents, stapled together, to the Office of Financial
Responsibility.

All questions regarding proper completion of the Traffic Collision Report Form should be
directed to the Office of Highway Safety, 10311 Wilson Boulevard, Blythewood SC, 29016,
(803) 896-9950. Please feel free to call the Office of Highway Safety at any time with you
questions.

When mailing collision reports to the Office of Financial Responsibility, please leaveall,

reports unfolded,

Some jurisdictions assign their own internal case numbers to collision reports. If your
Department follows this procedure, please do not write the number on the block labeled "For
DPS Use Only" at the top of the collision report form. There is a space for your report
agency number in the lower right hand corner of the first page and is marked "Internal
Agency Code".

Do not deface any portion of the TR-310 by use of a stamp or other departmental logos. The
only stamp accepted is one indicating "ORIGINAL" for those reports which are computer
generated

Use additional paper TR-310 forms where there are more than three (3) units; or more than
eight (8) total occupants; or more than two pedestrians are involved. Forms should be stapled
together in the center of the page at the top. DO NOT STAPLE IN THE BLOCK MARKED
"FOR DPS USE ONLY". Number the pages properly and fasten them together securely. For



14.

15.

example, if a collision involved three vehicles and a pedestrian, use two (2) collision forms

and submit both (pages one and two). If a collision involved seven units, you would submit
three (3) original report forms. Pages would be labeled page 1 of 3 (units 1, 2 and 3), 2 of 3

units 4, 5 and 6), 3 of 3 (unit 7). Reports with missing pages will be rejected and returned to
the officer.

Every reasonable effort should be made to obtain and report factual information.
Investigating officers should use their best judgment and record their considered opinions
even though sufficient evidence is not present for a criminal charge.

DO NOT LEAVE THE BLOCK FOR # OF UNITS BLANK. Enter the total number of units
involved in the collision. This includes every device by which persons or property may be
moved or transported, including railroad trains, vehicles moved by human power (bicycles,
etc.) and pedestrians. Each pedestrian should be listed separately.



DEFINITIONS AND DIAGRAMS

LAND WAY. A land way is the space within the property lines or other boundary lines of any
transport way that is neither an airway nor a waterway.

TRAFFICWAY. A trafficway is any land way open to the public as a right or custom for moving
person’s property from one place to another. South Carolina Law refers to this as Highway, right
or way to right of way.

Inclusions: Within areas with guarded entrances, such as military posts or private residential
developments, land ways are trafficways if the guards customarily admit public traffic.

Exclusions: A land way under construction is not a trafficway if traffic is prohibited from
entering by signing or barriers which are in conformance with applicable standards.
However, if any part of the land way is open to travel while the remainder is closed, that part
which is open for traffic is a trafficway. Likewise, any temporary bypass of a construction
site is a trafficway.

A land way temporarily closed to travel and marked by barriers which are in conformance
with applicable standards is not a trafficway even though used by authorized vehicles, such
as maintenance vehicles or when intentionally or inadvertently used by unauthorized
vehicles. A land way open only to local traffic is not considered closed.

PRIVATE WAY. A private way is any land way other than a trafficway. The space within a
crossing of a private way and a trafficway shall be considered to be a trafficway.

RAILWAY. A railway is any private way reserved primarily for land vehicles moving person or
property from one place to another on rails.

RAILWAY TRAIN. A railway train is any motorized railway vehicle.
ROAD VEHICLE. A road vehicle is any land vehicle other than a railway vehicle.

MOTOR VEHICLE. A motor vehicle is any motorized (mechanically or electrically powered) road
vehicle not operated on rails.



OTHER ROAD VEHICLE. An other road vehicle is any road vehicle other than a motor vehicle.
Inclusions: Must be involved with a Motor Vehicle to be reported on TR-310.
Animal-drawn vehicle (any type)
Animal harnessed to a conveyance
Animal carrying a person
Street car
Pedalcycle
Riding lawnmower
Golf Cart
Exclusion:

All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) This is not a road vehicle and in a single unit incident it
should not be reported on a TR-310 form.

AUTOMOBILE. An automobile is a motor vehicle, other the motorcycle, consisting primarily of a
transport device designed for carrying ten or fewer persons.

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE. A commercial motor vehicle is any motor vehicle used for the
transportation of goods, property or people in interstate or intrastate commerce.

For purposes of Commercial Vehicle reporting:

(1) any truck whose Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of the power unit is 10,001 pounds or
more; OR a Gross Combination Weight Rating (GCWR) of more than 10,000 pounds and is used on
public highways; OR

(2) any motor vehicle displaying hazardous material placard; OR
(3) any motor vehicle with seating for 9 or more persons including the driver.

See Instructions for completing Supplemental Truck and Bus Collision Report (Rev. 4/2009).

BUS. A bus is a motor vehicle with seating for transporting nine or more persons, including the
driver.

LIGHT TRUCK. A light truck is a truck which has a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds
(4,536 kilograms) or less.



SINGLE-UNIT TRUCK. A single-unit truck is a truck consisting primarily of a single motorized
transport device designed for carrying property. When connected to a trailer, such a device may
be part of a truck combination.

TRUCK TRACTOR. A truck tractor is a motor vehicle consisting primarily of a single
motorized transport device designed primarily for drawing trailers.

TRUCK COMBINATION. A truck combination is a truck consisting primarily of a transport
device which is a single-unit truck or truck tractor together with one or more attached trailers.

PEDALCYCLE. A pedalcycle is a non-motorized other road vehicle propelled by pedalling.
Inclusions: Bicycle, tricycle, unicycle, pedalcar.

MOPED. A moped is a cycle with pedals to permit propulsion by human power or without
pedals and with a motor of not more than fifty cubic centimeters which produces not to exceed
two brake horsepower and which is not capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed in access of
thirty miles an hour on level ground. If an internal combustion engine is used, the moped must
have a power drive system that functions directly or automatically without clutching of shifting
by the operator after the drive system is engaged.

ROADWAY. A roadway is that part of a trafficway designed, improved, and ordinarily used for
motor vehicle travel or, where various classed of motor vehicle travel of motor vehicles are
segregated, that part of a trafficway used by a particular class. Separate roadways may be
provided for northbound and southbound traffic or for trucks and automobiles. See Figure 1.
Exclusions: Bridle paths, bicycle paths.

SHOULDER. A shoulder is that part of a trafficway contiguous with the roadway for
emergency use, for accommodation of stopped road vehicles, and for lateral support of the
roadway structure. See figure 1.

ROAD. A road is that part of a trafficway which includes both the roadway and any shoulder
alongside the roadway. See Figure 1.

IN TRANSPORT. The term "in transport" denotes the state or condition of a transport vehicle
which is in motion or within the portion of a transport way ordinarily used for travel by similar
transport vehicles. When applied to motor vehicles, "in transport” means in motion or on a
roadway.

Inclusions:

Motor vehicles in traffic on a highway.

Driverless motor vehicle in motion.

Motionless motor vehicle abandoned on a roadway.
Disabled motor vehicle on a roadway.



OCCUPANT. An occupant is any person who is part of a transport vehicle.
PEDESTRIAN. A pedestrian is any person who is not an occupant.

Inclusions: Pedestrian conveyance (wheel chair, skateboard, motorized skateboard,
skates, roller blades, segway, etc.)

DRIVER. A driver is an occupant who is in actual physical control of a transport vehicle or, for
an out-of-control vehicle, an occupant who was in control until control was lost.

PASSENGER. A passenger is any occupant of a road vehicle other than its driver.
PEDALCYCLIST. A pedalcyclist is any occupant of a pedalcycle in transport.

TRAFFIC UNIT. A traffic unit is a road vehicle, pedestrian, pedalcyclist, railway train or other
road vehicle.

BIKEWAY. A bikeway is that part of a trafficway specifically designed as being open for
pedalcycle travel or, where various classes of pedalcycle travel are segregated, that part of a
trafficway open for a particular class.

BICYCLE TRAIL. A bicycle trail is a bikeway reserved exclusively for pedalcycles and
separated for roadways by open space or barriers.

BICYCLE LANE. A bicycle lane is a bikeway which (1) is contiguous with a parallel roadway
and (2) has been designated for preferential or exclusive use by pedalcycles.

SHARED ROAD. A shared road is any bikeway which is a part of a roadway but not a bicycle
lane.

INJURIES AND DAMAGE
INJURY. An injury is any bodily harm to a person.
Exclusions:
Effects of diseases such as stroke, heart attack, diabetic coma, epileptic seizure.

FATAL INJURY. A fatal injury is any injury that results in death within 30 days after the motor vehicle
crash in which the injury occurred. If the person did not die at the scene but died within 30 days of the motor
vehicle crash in which the injury occurred, the injury classification should be changed from the attribute
previously assigned to the attribute “Fatal Injury.”

SUSPECTED SERIOUS INJURY A suspected serious injury is any injury other than fatal which results in
one or more of the following:

* Severe laceration resulting in exposure of underlying tissues/muscle/organs or resulting in significant loss
of blood

» Broken or distorted extremity (arm or leg)

»  Crush injuries

» Suspected skull, chest or abdominal injury other than bruises or minor lacerations



* Significant burns (second and third degree burns over 10% or more of the body)
¢ Unconsciousness when taken from the crash scene
o Paralysis

SUSPECTED MINOR INJURY: A minor injury is any injury that is evident at the scene of the crash, other
than fatal or serious injuries. Examples include lump on the head, abrasions, bruises, minor lacerations (cuts on
the skin surface with minimal bleeding and no exposure of deeper tissue/muscle).

POSSIBLE INJURY. A possible injury is any injury reported or claimed which is not a fatal,
suspected serious, or suspected minor injury. Examples include momentary loss of consciousness,
claim of injury, limping, or complaint of pain or nausea. Possible injuries are those that are reported by
the person or are indicated by his/her behavior, but no wounds or injuries are readily evident.

NO APPARENT INJURY: No apparent injury is a situation where there is no reason to believe that the
person received any bodily harm from the motor vehicle crash. There is no physical evidence of injury and the
person does not report any change in normal function.

DAMAGE. Damage is harm to property that reduces the monetary value of that property.
Inclusions:
Harm to animals, or birds, which have monetary value.
Exclusions:
Harm to wild animals, or birds, which have no monetary value.

Mechanical failure during normal operation, such as tire blowout, broken fan belt,
or broken axle.

COLLISIONS
HARMFUL EVENT. A harmful event is an occurrence of injury or damage.
Inclusions:
Injury or damage when a driver dies or loses consciousness because of a disease condition

such as a stroke, heart attack, diabetic coma, or epileptic seizure. In such a case the
immediate effect of the disease, such as the driver's death or loss of consciousness, is not



itself considered to be a harmful event.
DELIBERATE INTENT. Deliberate intent is the classification given to the cause of an event
which occurs when a person acts deliberately to cause the event or deliberately refrains fromprudent
acts which would prevent occurrence of the event.

Inclusions:

Suicide, self-inflicted injury, homicide, injury or damage purposely inflicted and others.

Exclusions:

Injury or damage beyond that which was intended.
UNSTABILIZED SITUATION. An unstabilized situation is a set of events not under human
control. It originates when control is lost and terminates when control is regained or, in the absence

of persons who are able to regain, when all persons and property are at rest.

CATACLYSM. A cataclysm is a cloudburst, cyclone, earthquake, flood, hurricane, lightening, tidal
wave, torrential rain, tornado or volcanic eruption.

TRAFFIC COLLISION. A traffic collision is a road vehicle collision in which (1) the unstabilized
situation originates on a trafficway or (2) a harmful event occurs on a trafficway not directly
resulting from a cataclysm.

Inclusions:

Motor vehicle driven into water after bridge was washed out during a hurricane or flood.

Motor vehicle driven into fallen materials covering a roadway after a landslide or avalanche.

Exclusions:

Motor vehicle in transport washed away with a bridge during a hurricane or
flood.

Motor vehicle in transport buried by a landslide or avalanche.
INJURY COLLISION. An injury collision is any road vehicle collision that results in one or more
injuries.
FATAL COLLISION. A fatal collision is any injury collision that results in one or more fatal
injuries.

PROPERTY DAMAGE ONLY COLLISION. A property damage only collision is any road
vehicle collision other than an injury collision.



OVERRIDE/UNDERRIDE COLLISION. An override refers to a vehicle riding up over another
vehicle. An underride refers to a vehicle sliding under another vehicle during a crash.

LOCATION

INTERSTATE SYSTEM. The Interstate System is the National System of Interstate and Defense
highways as defined in Section 101, Title 23, United States Code.

INTERSTATE HIGHWAY. An Interstate highway is a trafficway in the Interstate System.

OTHER U.S. ROUTE NUMBERED HIGHWAY. An other U.S. numbered highway is a
trafficway numbered by the American Association of State highway and Transportation Officials, but
not an Interstate highway.

OTHER STATE ROUTE NUMBERED HIGHWAY. An other state route numbered highway is a
trafficway within a state highway system, but not an Interstate highway or other U.S. route numbered

highway.

COUNTY HIGHWAY. A county road is a trafficway within a county trafficway system that is not
an Interstate highway, other U.S. route numbered highway, or other state route numbered highway
including city streets.

CITY STREET. A city street is a trafficway within a city trafficway system that is not an Interstate
highway, other U.S. route numbered highway, or other state numbered highway, or county road.

DRIVEWAY ACCESS. A driveway access is a roadway providing access to property adjacent
to a trafficway.

Inclusions:
Entrance to gas stations.
Exclusions:

Any area not within a trafficway.

INTERSECTION. An intersection is an area which (1) contains a crossing or connection of two
or more roadways not classified as driveway access and (2) is embraced within the prolongation
of the lateral curb lines or, if none, the lateral boundary lines of the roadways. Where the
distance along a roadway between two areas meeting these criteria is less than 10 meters (33
feet), the two areas and the roadway connecting them are considered to be parts of a single



intersection. See Figure 3.
INTERCHANGE. An interchange is a system of interconnecting, roadways in conjunction with one
or more grade separations, providing for the movement of traffic between two or more roadways on

different levels.

JUNCTION. A junction is either an intersection of the connection between a driveway access and a
roadway other than a driveway access.

RAMP. A ramp is an auxiliary roadway used for entering or leaving through-traffic lanes.
GORE. A gore is an area of land where two roadways diverge and converge. The area is bounded on
two sides by the edges of the roadways, which join at the point of divergence or convergence. The
direction of traffic must be the same on both sides of these roadways. The area includes shoulders
and marked pavement, if any, between the roadways. The third side is 60 meters (approximately 200
feet) from the point of divergence or convergence or, of any other road is within 70 meters
(approximately 230 feet) of that point, a line 10 meters (33 feet) from the nearest of such road. See
Figure 4.
Inclusions:
Areas at rest area entry or exit ramps.
Areas at truck weigh stations entry or exit ramps.
Areas where two main roadways diverge or converge.
Areas where a ramp and another roadway, or two ramps, diverge or converge.
Exclusions:
Islands for channelization of vehicle movement.
CROSSWALK. A crosswalk is (1) that part of a roadway at an intersection included within the
connections of the lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the roadway measured from the
curbs or, in the absence of curbs, from the edges of the traversable roadway, or (2) any portion of a

roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other
markings on the surface of the roadway.

ROAD VEHICLE COLLISION TYPES

OVERTURNING COLLISION. An overturning collision is a road vehicle collision in which
the first harmful event is the overturning of a road vehicle.



COLLISION EVENT. A collision event is a road vehicle collision other than an overturning
collision in which the first harmful event is a collision of a road vehicle in transport with another
road vehicle, other than property or pedestrian.

NON-COLLISION EVENT. A non-collision event is any road vehicle collision other than a
collision event.

Inclusions:
Overturning collision.

Accidental poisoning from carbon monoxide generated by a road vehicle in
transport.

Breakage of any part of the road vehicle, resulting in injury or in further property
damage.

Explosion of any part of the road vehicle.
Fire starting in the road vehicle.
Fall or jump from the road vehicle.
Occupant hit by an object in, or thrown against some part of the road vehicle.
Injury or damage from moving part of the road vehicle.
Object falling from, or in, the road vehicle.
Object falling on the road vehicle.
Toxic or corrosive chemicals leaking out of the road vehicle.
Exclusions:
Being pushed from a road vehicle when this is an act of deliberate intent.

Object thrown towards, or in, or on the road vehicle by a person when this is an
act of deliberate intent.

COLLISION INVOLVING A PEDESTRIAN. A collision involving a pedestrian is a
collision in which the first harmful event is the collision of a pedestrian and a road vehicle in
transport.



COLLISION INVOLVING A MOTOR VEHICLE IN TRANSPORT. A collision involving a
motor vehicle in transport is a collision that is both a motor vehicle collision and a collision in which
the first harmful e